c7 lie  Urban  "District  Council  of  Oldbury . 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  ANNUAL 
REPORT  FOR  1909. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1909. 

The  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  manner  which  I 
trust  will  merit  your  approbation.  There  is  a  general  and 
marked  improvement  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  District, 
the  death-rate  is  the  lowest  reported  on  for  many  years,  and 
the  Infantile  Mortality  reached  the  lowest  level  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  in  Oldbury.  These  results  are  satisfactory  as 
far  as  they  go  ;  but  we  feel  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
work  to  be  accomplished,  and  we  shall  not  fail  to  do 
our  duty  to  the  best  of  our  ability  for  improving  the 
health  conditions  of  the  town. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO,  B.  BUTTERY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Oldbury. 


February  20th,  1910. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Oldbury  is  3548  acres. 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

I  have  estimated  the  population  at  June  the  30th,  1909, 
as  being  29,300.  During  the  year  1909  there  were  196  new 
houses  erected  and  finished,  this  is  the  smallest  number  of  new 
houses  built  for  several  years  past  ;  this  slackening  of  the 
building  operations  in  our  District  being  doubtless  due  to 
trade  depression,  prevailing  generally  throughout  the  country. 
The  number  of  inhabitable  houses  at  the  end  of  1908  was 
7312,  these  with  the  new  houses  erected  in  1909  brings  the 
total  number  up  to  750S,  of  these  seven  were  closed  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  giving  a  nett  total  of  7501.  The  number  of 
houses  void  at  end  of  December,  1909,  was  363,  making  the 
number  of  inhabited  house  7305,  which  gives  rather  less  than 
4’2  per  house  inhabited. 

BIRTH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  1909  was  1002, 
502  males  and  500  females,  of  this  number  38  were  illegiti¬ 
mates.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  34'i  per  1000,  compared 
with  36-5  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the 
preceding  ten  years  is  36'6,  our  birth-rate  is  therefore  less  than 
usual,  if  however,  we  compare  it  with  the  birth-rate  of  the 
Country  generally,  we  have  no  cause  to  feel  dissatisfied  with 
our  natural  increase. 

THE  GENERAL  DEATH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  by  our  local  Regi¬ 
strar  was  443,  one  of  which  was  of  a  person  belonging  to  a 
neighbouring  town.  The  nett  deaths  of  inhabitants  registered  in 
the  District  were  442,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  15  per  1000 
per  annum.  To  these,  however,  we  have  to  add  the  deaths  of 
inhabitants  belonging  to  our  District  which  occurred  in  the 
various  institutions  outside  our  area,  these  numbered  47.  Our 
nett  deaths  were  therefore  489,  279  males  and  210  females, 
and  our  nett  death-rate  for  the  year  1909  was  i6-6  per  1000 
inhabitants.  This  is  an  improvement  on  the  year  1908,  when 
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TABLE  I. —  Causes  of  and  Ages  at ,  Death  daring  Year  iqoq. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  ages). 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 

under  1 5. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

<p 

£ 

1j=- 

0  > 
— 

Central 

Ward. 

Rounds 

Green  Ward 

Langley 

Ward. 

Warley 

Ward. 

Iu  Workhouse 

and  other 

Institutions. 

Totals. 

Small-Pox 

... 

Measles 

38 

4 

32 

2 

7 

I  I 

15 

3 

2 

38 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

3 

... 

. . . 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Whooping-Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

15 

10 

5 

... 

I 

I 

8 

4 

I 

... 

15 

braneous  Croup 

3 

... 

I 

2 

... 

I 

2 

3 

Croup  ... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

... 

3 

(  Typhus 

... 

... 

... 

Fever-j  Enteric 

5 

3 

2 

2 

I 

. . . 

2 

5 

(  Other  continued 

• .  • 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

1 

... 

I 

... 

I 

. . . 

1 

Cholera 

.  .  • 

Plague  ... 

, , , 

. . . 

Diarrhoea 

12 

8 

2 

I 

I 

3 

5 

O 

I 

I 

12 

Enteritis 

10 

6 

3 

I 

I 

I 

3 

4 

I 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

Erysipelas 

... 

Phthisis  (Pul.  Tuber.) 
Other  Tubercular 

23 

... 

3 

6 

14 

7 

2 

8 

4 

2 

23 

Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant 

14 

4 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

I 

I 

3 

4 

14 

Disease 

28 

19 

9 

4 

6 

5 

4 

4 

5 

28 

Bronchitis 

54 

I  I 

5 

17 

21 

14 

7 

13 

I  I 

6 

3 

54 

Pneumonia 

43 

12 

19 

I 

I 

IO 

5 

H 

9 

8 

7 

43 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

1 

1 

I 

... 

I 

piratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

... 

. 

... 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

4 

4 

1 

4 

Venereal  Diseases 

... 

Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents 

19 

19 

... 

3 

7 

2 

3 

3 

1 

19 

of  Parturition 

5 

2 

•  .  ■ 

I 

2 

I 

2 

I 

1 

5 

Heart  Diseases 

30 

3 

2 

I 

15 

9 

4 

6 

5 

3 

10 

2_! 

30 

Accidents 

14 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

I 

6 

14 

Suicides 

7 

... 

2 

4 

I 

I 

2 

3 

I  | 

7 

Pemphigus 

I 

I 

... 

I 

I 

Other  Septic  Diseases... 

4 

2 

I 

I 

1 

.  •  . 

1 

2  ' 

4 

All  other  Causes 

151 

50 

1 1 

2 

4 

34 

50 

28 

29 

29 

30 

19 

l6 

151 

All  Causes 

190 

135 

90 

25 

18 

129 

93 

87 

97 

103 

88 

6s  ; 

47 

490 

4 


Infantile  Deaths. 


V 


our  death-rate  was  i y6,  being  one  death  per  1000  less 
in  the  year  just  ended,  and  although  this  is  an  improvement 
we  cannot  consider  it  as  satisfactory  as  it  should  be.  Of 
course  we  have  to  take  the  character  of  the  locality  into 
consideration,  our  population  being  mainly  of  the  class  who 
have  to  live  in  closely  inhabited  neighbourhoods,  and  under 
conditions  which  this  crowding  together  entails;  when  all  these 
factors  are  taken  account  we  have  to  consider  that  every 
slight  advance  to  a  better  state  of  things  is  an  encouragement 
to  further  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Health  Authority. 
The  chief  factors  in  our  death-rate  were  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia,  of  which  97  were  registered;  Measles,  of  which 
38  were  recorded.  There  were  28  deaths  due  to  cancer,  30  to 
Heart  Disease,  and  23  to  Phthisis. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

There  were  135  deaths  registered  of  children  under  the 
age  of  1  year.  This  number  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  13435 
deaths  per  1000  births.  This  is  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year,  190S,  when  the  infantile  mortality  was  147  per 
1,000  births  ;  this  itself  was  considered  fairly  satisfactory 
compared  with  that  of  previous  years  in  Oldbury.  This  mor¬ 
tality,  I34’9  per  1000,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Oldbury. 
The  average  rate  for  the  previous  10  years  being  179  per 
1,000  births.  This  year’s  figures  give  us  great  hopes  that  the 
efforts  to  reduce  the  great  wastage  of  infant  life  is  at  last 
bearing  fruit.  There  is  still  considerable  leeway  to  be  made  up 
before  we  can  feel  that  things  are  as  well  as  they  ought  to  be. 
There  is  no  doubt  however  that  the  steps  taken  some  years 
ago  to  help  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  infant  life 
conditions  in  the  district  by  appointing  a  Heath  Missioner, 
whose  chief  duty  is  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  these  newly- 
born  children,  has  had  a  considerable  part  in  bringing  about 
this  improvement. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  amongst  infants  during  the 
past  year  were  chest  affections,  23  bronchitis  and  pneumonia, 
10  to  whooping  cough,  which  was  prevalent  during  a  great 
part  of  the  year.  There  were  14  deaths  due  to  diseases  of 
the  intestinal  organs,  viz.,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis.  These 


TABLE  II. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  iqoq. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  wider  One  Year  of  Age 
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Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  961  ;  Illegitimate,  41.  Deaths  in  the  } ear  of  Legitimate  Infants,  124  ;  Illegitimate  Infants. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  a:  all  Ages,  4S9.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909)  29,300. 
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Epidemic 

Deaths. 


Cancer 

Mortality. 


Phthisis 

Mortality. 


deaths  are  considerably  less  than  usual;  there  were  fewer 
cases  of  diarrhoea  during  the  summer  months,  as  the  weather 
never  became  very  hot,  as  is  generally  the  case  at  this  period 
of  the  year.  There  were  19  deaths  due  to  premature  birth; 
this  is  a  constant  factor  in  our  infantile  mortality,  and  almost 
always  in  the  same  proportion,  besides  which  there  is  a  very 
large  number  of  still-born  births  of  which  we  have  not  any 
records  kept  under  the  present  system  of  registration.  These 
are  facts  more  or  less  deplorable,  and  gives  food  for  thought 
as  in  what  way  a  better  state  of  things  can  be  brought  about, 
and  valuable  human  life  be  saved  to  the  community. 

EPIDEMIC  DEATHS. 

The  epidemic  deaths  have  been  chiefly  due  to  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  38  deaths  being  caused  by  measles  and  15 
by  whooping  cough,  and  these  deaths  occurred  chiefly  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Five  deaths  were  caused  by 
scarlet  fever,  two  of  which  occurred  at  the  Joint  Hospital  at 
Holly  Lane.  There  were  five  deaths  from  enteric  or  typhoid 
fever,  two  of  these  also  occurred  at  the  Holly  Lane  Hospital. 
Three  deaths  were  due  to  diphtheria,  and  22  cases  were  due 
to  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  The  zymotic  mortality  is  27  per 
1000  for  the  past  year. 

CANCER  DEATHS. 

Twenty-eight  persons  died  from  cancer  during  the  past 
year,  giving  a  cancer  death-rate  of  o-9  per  1000,  compared 
with  25  deaths  and  a  cancer  mortality  of  cr8  in  the  previous 
year.  The  disease  appears  to  be  slightly  on  the  increase  from 
year  to  year  in  the  Oldbury  District,  with  certain  exceptions 
in  which  it  appears  to  fall  below  the  average,  as  was  the  case 
two  years  ago  when  it  was  0'5- 

PHTHISIS  DEATHS. 

During  the  past  year  23  deaths  were  registered  as  being 
due  to  phthisis,  giving  a  phthisis  mortality  of  07  per  1000, 
being  exactly  the  same  as  in  1908,  when  it  was  also  07  per 
1000. 

During  the  year  the  notification  of  pauper  cases  of 
phthisis  came  into  operation  and  nine  cases  have  been  notified 
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Respiratory 
Deaths  other 
than  Phthisis. 


to  us.  In  all  of  these  cases,  instruction  and  advice  have  been 
afforded  to  the  infected  household.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  compulsory  notification  of  this  fell  disease  ought  to  be 
extended  to  all  cases  whether  pauper  or  not.  It  would  enable 
measures  to  be  taken  which  in  many  cases  would  prevent  the 
healthy  members  of  the  household  becoming  infected  with 
the  disease,  while  at  present  the  case  is  allowed  to  follow  its 
course  during  which  it  sows  the  seed  amongst  those  who  come 
in  contact  with  it,  and  it  is  often  too  late  in  many  instances 
to  afford  any  help  whatever  when  discovered.  A  number  of 
cases  from  Oldbury  have  been  benefited  by  treatment  at  the 
Sanatorium  at  Knightwick,  which  institution  is  deserving  of 
further  continued  support  it  receives  from  certain  members  of 
the  community  here,  especially  at  the  hands  of  the  various 
works  and  societies  in  the  town. 


RESPIRATORY  DEATHS  OTHER  THAN 

PHTHISIS. 

Fifty-four  deaths  were  registered  from  bronchitis,  43  from 
pneumonia,  one  from  pleurisy,  and  three  from  croup,  making 
IOI  deaths  in  all  from  affections  of  the  respiratory  tract ;  as 
in  previous  years  these  deaths  are  chiefly  of  persons  at  the 
extremes  of  life,  as  shown  in  Table  I.  Forty-seven  of  the 
deaths  were  in  children  .under  five  years  of  age,  while  44  were 
in  persons  over  60  years  of  age,  and  were  especially  evident  in 
the  early  and  late  months  of  the  year,  when  we  experienced 
severe  cold  weather  :  showing  once  more  the  urgent  necessity 
there  is  for  care  being  exercised  at  the  periods  of  life  under 
consideration. 


TABLE 

Nett  death-rate,  i6'6. 

Infantile  Mortality,  134-9. 
Measles  death-rate,  i-02. 

Scarlet  fever  death-rate,  on. 
Whooping  cough  death-rate,  04. 
Diphtheria  death-rate,  on. 
Enteric  fever  death-rate,  on. 


III. 

Diarrhoea  death-rate,  04- 
Enteritis  death-rate,  04. 
Phthisis  death-rate,  o-/. 
Cancer  death-rate,  0-9. 
Respiratory  death-rate,  34. 
Fever  death-rate,  04. 
Zymotic  death-rate,  24. 
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Typhoid  Fever. 


Diphtheria. 


Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  169  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  being  45  cases  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  1908. 

Ten  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
being  four  cases  more  than  were  reported  in  the  previous 
year.  Four  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  at 
Ilolly  Lane.  Of  the  ten  cases  reported  four  occurred  in  one 
house,  and  was  introduced  there  by  a  person  who  came  on  a 
visit  to  her  relatives,  she  was  taken  ill  shortly  after  her 
arrival.  Three  members  of  the  family  subsequently  developed 
the  disease,  and  two  of  them  died  after  removal  to  the 
Hospital.  These  four  cases  occurred  in  a  new  part  of  the 
district  with  a  good  water  supply  and  the  drainage  up-to- 
date. 

Twelve  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during  the 
year,  and  as  is  shown  in  Table  I.  three  were  of  a  fatal 
character.  The  localities  where  they  occurred  were  as 
follows  : — Seven  in  Warley,  three  in  Langley,  and  two  in 
the  Broadwell  Ward.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures 
that  this  disease  so  far  has  not  become  as  formidable  as  we 
might  expect;  every  care  is  being  exercised  to  prevent  it 
gaining  any  hold  in  our  area. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  none  of  the  cases  proved  to  be  of  a  fatal 
character. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  not  a  case  of  this 
disease  notified  during  the  past  year. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
notified  during  the  year,  this  compares  favourably  with  the 
previous  year,  when  there  were  173  cases.  Of  the  126 
reported  Co  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  at  Holly  Lane, 
two  of  which  died  there.  Three  other  cases  proved  fatal, 
making  a  total  of  five  deaths.  The  cases  occurred  in  the 
various  districts  as  follows  : — 20  in  the  Broadwell  Ward,  8 
in  the  Central,  16  in  Rounds  Green,  24  in  Langley,  and  58  in 
the  Warley  Ward.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given 
above  that  the  mortality  is  not  very  high,  especially  when 


TABLE  IV.  —  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  igog. 
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Isolulion  Hospital: — Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Con-Joint  Hospital,  Holly  Lane,  Smethwick, 
ailahle  beds,  40.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated. 


Measles. 


The  Work  of 
the  Sanitary 
Department. 


Milk  Supply. 


we  consider  the  conditions  under  which  many  of  the  cases 
are  treated. 

The  method  with  which  these  cases  are  dealt  is  fully 
explained  in  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  report,  and  therefore  does 
not  require  further  observations  from  me. 

Although  measles  are  not  included  amongst  notifiable 
diseases,  I  cannot  help  referring  to  the  subject  here.  During 
the  fall  of  the  year  we  had  a  very  severe  epidemic  in  certain 
parts  of  the  district,  and  38  deaths  were  registered.  I  have 
on  many  former  occasions  called  the  attention  of  parents  to 
the  serious  nature  of  this  disease,  it  is  certainly  and  has  been 
for  some  years  now  the  most  fatal  of  all  children’s  complaints, 
yet  a  great  many  people  will  persist  in  treating  it  as  a  trivial 
ailment,  and  in  many  cases  only  send  for  medical  assistance 
when  the  patient  is  practically  beyond  help.  This  mode  of 
procedure  ought  not  to  be  followed,  as  the  results  show  the 
serious  nature  of  the  disease,  medical  attention  and  greater 
care  of  nursing  is  imperative,  and  parents  who  neglect  their 
duty  in  this  manner  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  their  conduct. 

THE  GENERAL  WORK  OF  THE  SANSTARY 
DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year  a  vast  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in 
this  department,  the  details  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  the 
Sanitary  Officer’s  report,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  as  a  rule 
the  work  goes  along  smoothly,  the  officers  find  in  most  cases 
that  when  the  attention  of  owners  of  property  are  called  to 
any  defects  existing  there  appears  to  be  a  general  wish  to 
remedy  them;  of  course  there  are  some  who  appear  to  be  a 
little  obstinate,  but  with  careful  and  judicious  treatment  by 
the  officers  the  requirements  are  carried  out  without  having 
recourse  to  more  imperative  methods. 

There  is  a  careful  and  continuous  supervision  of  the 
cowsheds  in  the  district  and  in  many  cases  the  conditions  of 
the  premises  and  the  animals  themselves  are  in  ever)'  way 
satisfactory.  Yet  there  are  some  of  the  cow  keepers  who  give 
us  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  these  persons  cannot  be  made  to 
see  that  the  best  methods  are  in  everyway  the  most  beneficial 
to  the  animals  and  themselves,  leaving  out  the  important 
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Water  Closets 
>nd  Old  Privy 
Middens. 


question  of  the  well-being  of  the  community  at  large.  VVc 
arc,  however,  determined  that  the  bye-laws  shall  be  effectually 
carried  out,  and  shall  not  fail  to  bring  all  defaulters  to  book. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  pure  milk  bill  had  to  be 
dropped  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament  as  it  would  have 
extended  our  powers  considerably.  We  can  only  hope  the 
measure  will  be  re-introduced  at  an  early  date  and  become 
law,  when  the  purity  and  quality  of  this  very  important 
article  of  diet  will  be  assured.  The  Sanitary  Committee  have 
recently  decided  upon  engaging  the  services  of  a  veterinary 
surgeon  to  advise  and  help  in  improving  the  character  of  our 
milk  supply. 

During  the  past  year  the  meat  supply  has  been  regularly 
inspected,  both  at  the  slaughter  houses  and  in  the  shops;  there 
has  only  been  one  case  which  required  to  be  dealt  with,  a  case 
of  tuberculosis  in  a  good  looking  animal,  the  owner  sur¬ 
rendered  it  at  once  and  it  was  destroyed.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  meat  sold  in  the  town  is  much  better  in 
quality  than  used  to  be  supplied. 

As  regards  the  fish  supply  there  has  been  no  case  of 
unsound  fish  reported  during  the  year,  although  constant 
supervision  has  been  exercised  as  regards  this  article  of  diet, 
there  is  not  any  doubt  that  the  action  taken  some  time  ago, 
has  had  beneficial  results  in  preventing  the  vending  of  unsound 
fish  by  itinerants  as  well  as  in  the  Market  Place  itself. 

The  number  of  factories  and  workshops  coming  under 
our  supervision  is  116.  These  were  regularly  visited  during 
the  year,  several  defects  were  found  and  immediately  dealt 
with  without  any  trouble  whatever,  the  employers  showed  a 
willingness  to  make  their  premises  as  healthy  as  possible. 

Phe  water  supply  has  received  our  constant  attention 
especially  as  far  as  the  wells  in  the  district  are  concerned. 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  four 
wells  have  been  closed  after  the  water  had  been  condemned 
by  the  County  Analyst.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  that 
the  closing  of  a  great  number  of  the  old  shallow  wells  in  the 
district,  followed  up  by  the  substitution  of  water  closets  for 
the  old,  privy  middens  has  been  the  chief  factor  in  reducing  our 
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Sanitary  Officer's 
Report. 


I.atly  Hea  th 
Visitor. 


one  time  great  incidence  to  typhoid  fever.  The  number  of 
such  conversions  has  steadily  gone  on  during  the  past  five 
years,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  night-soil  contractors  have  carried  out  their  work 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  the  work  being  done  in  a 
much  better  way  than  formerly  obtained,  consequently  very 
few,  if  any,  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  past 
year. 

A  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  work  accomplished 
during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  Report 
which  I  append. 

I  also  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  the 
Lady  Health  Visitor’s  Report,  I  may  say  that  Miss  Woodfield 
continues  to  take  great  interest  in  her  work,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  great  amount  of  infant  suffering  has  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  timely  advice  which  she  gives  to  parents, 
especially  to  the  younger  married  ones.  This  work  must  of 
necessity  help  to  reduce  our  infant  mortality,  which  at  one 
time  was  a  great  source  of  anxiety  on  the  part  of  all  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  health  work  of  the  town. 
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Early 
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r>ea!tl)  IlMssioner’s  Report  of  Work  done 
during  1909. 


During  the  year  1909,  2249  visits  have  been  paid  and  16 
lectures  given. 

Seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  infants  have  been  visited, 
of  which  506  were  breast  fed,  142  had  both  breast  and  bottle 
feeding,  and  of  these  43  were  given  anything  that  their 
mothers  were  eating,  76  were  fed  on  cow’s  milk  and  water, 
and  41  on  patent  foods. 

Of  the  564  breast  fed  infants  reported  last  year,  506 
had  nothing  but  breast  milk  for  the  first  month,  from  one  to 
three  months  the  number  was  reduced  to  472,  from  three  to 
six  months  there  were  402,  and  from  six  to  nine  months 
243,  and  from  nine  to  twelve  months  the  number  of  breast 
fed  infants  were  64. 

It  will  be  seen  by  my  remarks  on  infant  feeding  that  a 
high  percentage  of  the  babies  are  breast  fed;  this  is  a  very 
satisfactory  state  of  things.  In  some  cases  where  the  mother 
goes  out  to  work  during  the  day  arrangements  are  made  for 
the  baby  to  be  taken  to  her  at  certain  times  for  the  purpose 
of  feeding,  but  where  this  cannot  be  done  a  feeding  bottle  has 
to  be  used  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  breast. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  infants  that  I  do  not  hear  of 
until  they  are  about  six  weeks  old,  and  on  visiting  such  I  find 
that  several  diets  have  been  tried  on  the  recommendation  of 
friends  or  neighbours,  and  the  poor  mother,  who  is  anxious  to 
do  the  best  for  her  baby,  is  helplessly  at  sea. 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-two  infants  were  visited  before 
they  were  a  fortnight  old,  owing  to  the  early  notification  of 
births  by  the  midwives,  during  the  earl)-  part  of  the  year,  and 
by  the  adoption  of  the  “  Early  Notification  of  Births’  Act,” 
by  the  Council  in  August,  and  by  these  early  visits  a  great 
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deal  of  artificial  feeding  has  been  prevented  by  impressing 
upon  the  mother  the  importance  of  regular  feeding. 

Ninety-nine  visits  were  paid  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring 
into  the  deaths  of  infants  under  12  months  old,  particulars 
of  which  visits  will  be  found  in  the  table  of  classified  infant 
deaths. 

Sixty-six  visits  were  paid  under  the  “  Midwives’  Act, 
1902,”  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  cases  of  mid¬ 
wives,  and  giving  them  advice  as  to  the  best  method  of  doing 
their  work. 

Seventy-nine  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the 
pemphigus  enquiry  held  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
April. 

Fifty-six  visits  have  been  paid  for  the  purpose  of  house 
inspection,  these  visits  have  been  to  houses  of  which  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  as  to  overcrowding,  or  bad 
condition,  or  neglect  of  children. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  revisits  were 
paid,  of  which  73  were  for  the  purpose  of  giving  practical 
lessons  in  infant  bathing. 

My  visits  are  generally  received  with  pleasure  and 
appreciation,  and  my  remarks  are  listened  to  attentively  I 
find  most  of  the  errors  as  to  the  care  of  the  infants  are  caused 
by  want  of  knowledge  or  mistaken  kindness,  and  it  is  the 
young  mothers  that  are  most  willing  to  learn. 

One  very  great  defect  in  the  care  of  the  infant  among 
the  poor  is  the  custom  of  having  the  baby  to  sleep  in  the 
same  bed  with  the  parent,  and  it  is  considered  a  distinct 
shirking  of  one  of  the  duties  of  motherhood  to  put  the  child 
to  sleep  alone.  But  I  think  there  has  been  a  little  improve¬ 
ment  in  this  during  the  last  year. 

Most  of  the  homes  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  wholesome  con¬ 
dition,  but  there  are  a  few  who  need  constant  visiting  to  keep 
them  up  to  anything  like  a  standard  of  cleanliness,  and  there 
are  some  who  although  constantly  visited  are  seldom  found 
clean,  the  house  upstairs  and  down,  and  the  mother  and 
children  being  in  an  equally  unclean  condition,  the  beds  and 
bedding  are  invariably  dirty,  and  it  seems  almost  impossible 
to  get  the  women  to  be  clean. 
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Several  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  been  able  to  deal  with  them. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  some  of  the  parents  to 
realise  that  fresh  air  is  not  injurious  but  beneficial  to  health. 
Their  windows  are  seldom  if  ever  opened,  the  bedroom  fire¬ 
place  is  most  carefully  sealed  up  with  paper,  or  stuffed  up 
with  old  clothes.  The  living  room  is  ventilated  to  some 
extent  by  the  door  being  opened  to  admit  people,  so  that  this 
is  the  best  ventilated  room  in  the  house. 

Of  course  in  some  cases  one  is  able  to  bring  about  a 
better  state  of  things,  but  there  are  some  of  the  women  whom 
one  finds  that,  after  constant  visiting,  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  fresh  air  is  fatal  to  health. 

L.  WOODFIELD, 

Health  Missioner  to  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council. 
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TABLE  2.— INFANTS’  DEATHS,  1909. 

Classified  List  of  Infant  Deaths  which  hare  been  inquired  into  during  1909,  showing  the  method  of  Feeding,  the  Mothers'  Work 

and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  House. 
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Bronchitis,  (j ;  Broncho-Pneumonia,  8;  Pneumonia,  1. 

Inanition.  4;  Marasmus,  5;  Debility,  3;  Spinal  Bifiila,  1;  Injury  at  Birth,  1. 

Convulsions,  10:  Basic  Meningitis,  3;  Meningitis,  7. 

Tubercular  Peritonitis,  2;  Tubercular  Mesenterica,  2;  Phthisis.  1. 

Gastritis,  3  ;  Enteritis,  4 :  Suffocated  in  Bed,  3  ;  Extroversion  of  the  Bladder,  1  ;  Erythema,  1  ;  Pemphigus, 


18 


Sanitary 

Conveniences. 


House  Drains. 


c The  Urban  District  Gouncit  of  Otdbury . 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanlfarp  Inspector. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  sanitary  work  which  has  been  completed  in  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1909. 

W e  have  pleasure  in  recording  the  satisfactory  progress 
made  in  the  sanitation  of  the  district  during  the  year,  which 
must  add  both  to  the  comfort  and  the  health  conditions  of 
the  people  generally;  the  dwellings,  especially  in  the  smaller 
tenements,  have  been  greatly  improved,  and  the  sanitary 
surroundings  of  the  dwellings  have  been  made  more  cleanly 
and  healthy  by  reason  of  the  sanitary  works  which  have 
been  executed  by  the  owners,  after  their  attention  has  been 
called  thereto.  We  have  found  in  our  inspections  cases  of 
overcrowding  existing,  which  have  ceased  when  the  usual 
formal  notice  has  been  given  to  the  owner;  the  housing 
accommodation  is  plentiful  in  the  district  and  generally  of  a 
good  character,  although  there  are  certain  properties  which, 
by  reason  of  their  age  and  position,  are  not  in  a  thoroughly 
good  sanitary  condition,  and  these  properties  receive  our 
particular  attention.  There  have  been  196  new  houses  pro¬ 
vided  with  good  sanitary  arrangements,  and  122  houses  have 
been  thoroughly  repaired  and  made  fit  for  habitation,  and 
1 12  have  been  cleansed  and  limewashed,  seven  houses  have 
been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  12  cases  of 
overcrowding  have  been  abated. 

We  are  following  a  regular  course  with  the  old  mid¬ 
dens,  and  when  dilapidated  and  insufficient  wre  are  causing 
them  to  be  converted  into  u'ater  closets,  and  1 1 5  conver¬ 
sions  have  been  made  and  30  additional  water  closets  have 
been  provided,  13  have  been  put  in  proper  working  order 
and  condition  and  58  privies  and  ash-pits  have  been  recon¬ 
structed  or  repaired. 

The  house  drains  in  the  district  are  receiving  our 
constant  attention  and  any  defect  found  therein  is  promptly 
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dealt  with;  162  house  drains  have  been  laid  or  relaid,  84 
drains  have  been  cleansed,  trapped  or  ventilated,  12  defec¬ 
tive  waste  pipes  have  been  rectified,  and  33  insanitary  lavatories 
and  urinals  reconstructed  or  repaired. 

We  are  following  our  usual  course  of  action  with 
regard  to  infectious  disease  ;  when  any  case  of  infectious 
disease  is  notified  to  the  medical  officer  we  visit  the  house 
and  inspect  the  premises,  and  give  all  necessary  instructions 
as  to  isolation  of  the  patient  and  the  proper  use  of  disin¬ 
fectants,  and  a  free  supply  of  disinfectants  is  given.  We 
register  all  cases  of  disease  with  particulars  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises,  and  every  precaution  is  taken, 
and  all  children  belonging  to  the  family  are  excluded  from 
the  school,  and  if  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital  or 
has  recovered  from  the  disease  the  houses  and  premises 
are  fumigated  and  disinfected,  and  the  bedding  and  clothing 
is  subjected  to  a  thorough  disinfection  by  our  Lyons  Patent 
Steam  Disinfector.  We  have  enquired  into  169  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  64  cases  have  been  removed  to  hospital, 
182  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  have  been  disinfected  or 
destroyed,  and  125  houses  have  been  stripped,  cleansed  and 
limewashed  after  infectious  disease.  We  have  two  well 
appointed  and  thoroughly  equipped  hospitals  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  any  case  of  infectious  disease  that  may  occur  in 
the  district. 

The  whole  of  the  cow  keepers  and  purveyors  of  milk 
are  registered  in  the  district,  and  much  more  attention  is 
now  given  by  the  dairyman  to  the  manner  of  keeping 
their  cowsheds,  and  the  feeding  of  their  cattle,  and  the 
care  in  the  raising  and  distribution  of  the  milk,  some  of 
the  old  prejudice  is  passing  away  and  a  more  intelligent 
conformation  to  the  dairy  and  milk-shops  order  is  being 
given  by  them,  and  on  our  visits  of  inspection  to  the  cow¬ 
sheds,  to  ascertain  their  character  and  condition,  the  owners 
of  cattle  seem  to  realise  the  necessity  of  carrying  out  the 
instructions  given  to  them.  Eighty-five  persons  are  now 
engaged  in  the  milk  trade  and  there  have  been  16  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye-laws,  which  have 
been  dealt  with. 

We  have  now  a  good  and  bountiful  supply  of  water  in 
the  district,  and  we  are  keeping  our  attention  on  any 
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shallow  wells  that  are  in  the  district,  so  that  as  far  as 
possible  we  may  be  able  to  detect  any  pollution  or  any 
source  from  whence  any  polluting  medium  may  come.  We 
have  caused  17  samples  of  water  to  be  analysed,  four  wells 
have  been  closed  as  polluted,  and  222  houses  have  been 
supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  during 
the  year. 

The  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  regularly 
visited  during  the  year;  we  are  anxious  that  these  should 
fully  conform  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations  and  have  there¬ 
fore  given  our  attention  so  that  as  far  as  possible  we 

might  be  able  to  get  remedied  any  insanitary  condition 
existing.  There  are  116  workshops  on  the  register,  19 
have  been  cleansed  and  lime-washed,  and  seven  insanitary 
conditions  have  been  dealt  with  as  nuisances. 

This  work,  which  in  itself  is  of  an  important  character, 
is  receiving  our  continuous  attention,  and  is  done  with 

regularity  and  promptness,  and  the  premises  are  kept  in  a 
more  cleanly  condition.  We  have  two  contractors,  who 
take  an  interest  in  their  work  and  are  wishful  to  give 
satisfaction.  The  conversion  of  the  middens  into  water 

closets  with  the  more  general  provision  of  portable  ash-bins 
and  dry  ash-pits,  which  are  cleansed  during  the  day  time, 
adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  occupants  of  the 
properties.  The  courts  and  yards  of  large  area  are  cleansed 
and  regularly  disinfected. 

I  herewith  present  to  you  the  report  of  the  Avorking 
of  the  Canal  Boats’  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  in  this  district 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  conditions  under  which  the  canal  population 
is  living,  the  cabins  of  the  boats  are  more  cleanly  and 
comfortable,  and  the  persons  themselves  take  more  interest 
in  the  home  life  of  their  floating  dwellings,  and  seem 
anxious  to  conform  with  the  regulations  imposed  upon 
them.  We  have  kept  a  constant  and  vigilant  oversight 
upon  the  boats  plying  in  the  district,  and,  whenever  it  was 
necessary,  and  we  have  approached  the  owners  for  repairs 
or  improvements,  we  have  been  met  with  consideration  and 
promptness  of  action;  we  have  been  careful  to  note  any 
boat  which  has  been  worn  with  age  and  have  advised  the 
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owners  to  take  such  boat  from  the  register  and  obliterate 
the  registration  marks  on  the  boat ;  this  in  several  instances 
has  caused  the  canals  to  be  freer  from  old  hulks  which 
have  become  really  useless  as  dwellings. 

We  have  inspected  302  canal  boats  and  have  found  68 
contraventions  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  have  issued 
36  printed  notices,  chiefly  upon  the  owners,  who  have  given 
due  attention  to  the  same. 

The  registration  was  for  the  accommodation  of  1073^ 
persons,  and  the  number  in  occupation  was  692  persons  of 
adult  age,  478  of  which  were  males  and  214  females  with 
248  children,  133  being  boys  and  115  girls,  there  being  13 1 
of  school  age  and  117  under  school  age. 

The  ages  and  sexes  of  the  children  are  given  in  the 
table  beneath. 

Under 

/l£t’s  ...  13  12  11  10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1  1  year. 

Boys  ...  3  6  4  9  8  9  3  17  11  12  9  9  17  14 

Girls  ...  1  1  4  5  10  t6  11  6  5  15  8  16  7  10 

The  contraventions  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  have 
been  more  than  usual,  and  of  a  varied  character  ;  absence 
of  certificate  5,  certificate  not  identifying  owner  and  boat  4, 
marking  8,  overcrowding  6,  separation  of  sexes  2,  painting  7, 
ventilation  3,  dilapidation  17,  removal  of  bilge  water  4,  no 
pump  4,  no  proper  water  vessel,  8. 

We  still  find  during  our  inspections  that  the  fore  cabins 
of  boats  are  subject  to  dampness  by  reason  of  their  build 
and  position,  and  this  in  a  great  measure  makes  a  very  grave 
discomfort  to  the  occupants,  especially  when  those  who  occupy 
are  females;  if  some  regulation  could  be  framed  whereby  the 
use  of  fore  cabins  could  be  discontinued  a  very  real  source 
of  danger  to  health  would  cease. 

With  regard  to  the  work  of  inspections  we  constantly 
impress  upon  the  masters  of  the  boats  to  use  due  care 
when  going  out  with  their  boats  to  have  all  matters  per¬ 
taining  thereto  in  good  order,  and  not  neglect  to  inform 
the  owners,  where  possible,  of  anything  requiring  their 
attention. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year,  and  we  have  two  well  appointed  hospitals  should  any 
cases  occur  in  the  future. 
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I  append  a  tabulated  summary  of  sanitary  work  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  district,  and  the  statistical  supplement  of 
canal  boats  inspection  is  presented  herewith. 

Gentlemen,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  ROBBINS, 
Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector. 


Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 

No. 


No.  of  complaints 

Notices  issued  for  abatement  of  nuisances 
Notices  complied  with 
Notices  outstanding 


36 

377 

35o 

27 


Houses — 

Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Closed  as  unlit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cleansed  and  lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  112 


Overcrowding — 

Cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


House  Drains  — 

Drains  laid  or  relaid 
Cleansed,  trapped,  or  ventilated 
Sink  pipes  properly  disconnected 
Lavatories  or  urinals  built  or  repaired  ... 

Water  Closets — 

Additional  water  closets  provided 
No.  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  fresh 
cisterns 

Privies  and  Ashpits — 

No.  converted  to  w.c’s  or  slop  closets  ... 

No.  reconstructed  or  repaired  ... 

No.  of  pail  closets  provided 

Dust  Receptacles — 

No.  of  new  dust  receptacles 


142 

84 


13 


1 15 

58 

1 


too 
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Scavenging — 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  is  removed  ...  75^6 

No.  of  privies  and  ash-pits  cleansed  ...  ...  10,679 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ...  ...  103,166 

Offensive  Trades — 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Supply — 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  water-works  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Registered  or  licensed  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

No.  under  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

No.  certified  for  lime-washing  by  Inspector  ...  19 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  ...  ...  7 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on  register 

and  under  supervision  ...  ...  ...  85 

No.  of  Contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  and  Bye¬ 
laws  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

Lodging  Houses — 

Registered  ...  ...  ••  •••  •••  2 

Regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance — 

No.  of  cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Offensive  Accumulation — 

Removal  of  dung,  house  refuse,  etc.  ...  ...  6 

Food- 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  ...  1 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease — 

No.  of  infectious  cases  enquired  into  ...  ...  169 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  hospitals  ...  ...  64 

Lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  or  de¬ 
stroyed  ...  ...  •••  •••  182 

No.  of  houses  disinfected,  stripped,  cleansed  and 

lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  •••  125 
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Statistical  Summary  of  the  working  of  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 


302  canal  boats  were  inspected,  registered  for  adults  1073^ 
266  canal  boats  were  conforming  with  the  Acts  and 
Local  Government  Regulations. 

Total  number  occupying  cabins  ...  ...  ...  q40 

Details  of  Occupation — 

Male  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

Female  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Children  of  school  age — 


Boys  ...  ...  „..  ...  ...  72 

Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5q 

Children  under  school  age — 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Details  showing  numbers  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations — 

No.  of  cases  No.  of  cases 

met  with.  remedied. 


5  Absence  of  certificate  ...  ...  4 

4  Certificate  not  identifying  owner  ...  2 

8  Marking  ...  ...  .-.  ...  6 

6  Overcrowding 

2  Females  over  12  improperly  occupying  1 

7  Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

3  Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

17  Dilapidation  ...  ..  ...  ...  17 

4  Removal  of  bilge  water  ...  ...  4 

4  Without  pump  ...  ...  ...  3 

8  No  proper  water  vessel  ...  ...  8 


68  Total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied  60 


No.  of  printed  notice  forms  issued  ... 
No.  of  notices  attended  to... 

No.  still  corresponding  about 


36 

33 


